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r: sawaya Sr ey tberty fo s Patrick Ferd has issued through his journal, ot Te The American Peopie. 
rtp on a . mi rat i sh wis | [Irish World,” a strong personal declaration cn the} The publie prints have told you of- political trials in Russis 
Saha cree peice "Jou Hay. | ish land question, As a whole it is manly and. bas|and of the monstrous judgments dally pronounced in her 
`| tte right ring. To be sure, it contains one rhetori- | courts. But they have told you nothing of the cruci sufferings 
cally resonant passage glorifying the “ Holy Catholic of the condemned ; and the victims whose names arè recorded 
Church” and-her infallibility and pledging the writer | ¥Y them ure but a fraction of the crowds thiat go Spe doom 
to a total change of :his opinions the instant the in darkness and silence. Before tho vast and ever widening 


; discontent of the Russian people, authority in Russis is terror- 
(published in Liberiy several | « Mother of the Living” shall announce her antago- | stricken and amazed; and it lays hauds, by tens of thousands, 


tely and on | large, hoary. paper. nism thereto, perhaps the most eloquent piece of self- ! on oar Fouth, and sends them, men and. women ‘rike, into ` 
- | etultification to utter which any man ever soared to | hopeless banishment. The deserts in the north of the Empire, 
the skies with his voice or grovelled in the mire. with | from the dreary wastes round the White-Sea to the zrozen — 
his intellect. But such things are to be expected | Shores of Eastern Asia, are scattored over with bands of ex- 
“The Phila sdelphie * ii Press’ ” refers to the British | rom Patrick Ford, the Catholic and slave of supersti- ca ea Pon acre en T srepilaoned Cer , 
A pths of trackless “and 
“commons as s" band of chuckle-headed | tion. Patrick Ford, the reformer and: light-spreader, inhospitable forests, in remote tribal camps in Eastern Siberia, - 
act an appreciation of the tocls of) in whors alonc Liberty ‘akes interost, is quite another | where hardly a word of their native tongue is spoken or under- 
ia worthy of Liberty, who | person. He declares afresh and in unmisiakabie | stood. And they have to endure not only the moral tortures 
cxnowledge | her sncouregoment at hear- | terms his adhevence to the “ No-Rent” standard, and of isolation and inactivity, but the physical pangs of hunger 
h er opinon echoed i ber influential contempt rebukes, in words: that would shame any but shame- | 44 cold: There is scarce a means of livelihood that is not 


; : ; denied them; and thongh to each the State allots & pittance 
leas. men, those who would nullify the grand work for his support,—twelve shillings a month if he is nobly born; 


already achieved for Ireland by abandoning the Land | seven shillings a month if he fs not,—there are of Inte so many 
League with victory almost within its grasp to engage | of them that it is never paid until long overdue. Month after 
ina hopeless struggle forte home. rule ” and Irish inde- [month goes by, ang many an exile dies for lack of bread before 
¿| pendence. Home rule, forsooth { Asif that were not. a received a single mpm i E 
za bañ as any rule! Asif ‘Treland had not suffered ey are mostly young ande c; they have ‘the 

: - y E T coming of. better times ;. they are brave and strong- enough to... 


; j : É make little of the tri&`3 that are imposed upon‘ them by. the 
no > vale, pene with waich will come ‘peace. ` For | desperate necessities of their time and of tne duties ‘to which 


ad they. are calied, if they had but a hope that they might.one dey 
l to life and work among their friends. But their strength 
where there i is no. rent. there N. ‘be.no disturbing wasted by misery and hardship, and h die easily and 
satisfaction’ and i proiit by ‘all. land question, and every other -quest'on of haman 
i of her readers” and friends welfare will be started: on. me ‘Toad to ‘its speedy 
solution. 


! on Picket: Duty. 


“Mo y z alone is needed : that Much st: Toring may, be. spared 
aud many suffecers may be saved. To raise it, 
distribute ‘it: among our prisoners, we havo“ 
-Of the ‘absolute correctness: of the ‘principle, and | CRoss. Soorsry of the Peores. Win. It) Þeare no PARE 
advisability of the policy of free trade thers can be | whatever in our war against authority. Its relation: to the 


Revotutic P is that of the Red Cross Society of ae 
no rersonabdle doubt, but it must be thorough-going ea espn fade field.: There is only one: I ; 


-defacing the | free trada, — no sach half-way arrangement: as that | that the Red Cross Society. of the People’s Will shares in each 
Id! in honor of | which’ ‘the: ‘so-called “free traders” would have | and every one of the dangers of the force it would succor and 
Maj Andre gainst ‘these: resolutions Liberty | adopted. ~ ivid A. Wells, Professor Perry, and all | relieve. 

that Mr. the economiste cf the Manchester school are fond of guna finde sa rv i deat 1a Dut an wee 
” ot a penny Lu spent E 
d ameng f ates aie ‘the an aeon, af cal prisoners. It will make no distinction in favor of persons 
j| their position always shows them the: most ar ent | or opinions. All ‘who snifor and are in:need will receive of it 

6 sdy ates of monopoly i in the mahi facture of. money į 3 rarer . 
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“ A free man ia one who enjoys the use of his reason and his 
faculties ; who is neither blinded by passion, nor hindered. or 
driven by oppression, nor r deceive a by erroneows ucinions.” — 
PROUDHON. 


Americans, Attention! 
* In our issue of January 21, No. 13, appexrec ar 
appeal of the Nihilists for pecuniary aid, notin benait 
of the movement itself, but for the material relief of 
those who are now suffering in consequence of their 
participation in the struggie. for Liberty in Russia. 


student in Paris, spending most of his time in the 
libraries, and his expulsion is another evidence of the 
hypoerisy of the pretence that any otuer principle 


Je Copies, ihan authority can lie at the foundation of any form 


of government whatsoever, Before leaving France, 
he addressed a letter to Clémenceau, from which we 


~|quote the following passages, leaving til! another 


time the burning comments of the radical press of 
Paris upon this latest outrage : 

`. I have jast been notitied of the decree expelling me from 
French territory. 

Having scercely busied myself at all for several years with 
the affairs of France, I did not consider myself so dangerous to 
the “public safety.” of the republican country in which £ took 
up my residence some five years ago. But I do not complain, 
A revolutionary socialist, it is with me an axiom thai existing 
Society cannot be a society of justice and liberty; if it pleases 


| the government of the French republic to furnish new proofs 


in support of my theory, it would ill become me to exhibit 
astonishment. It acts according to the logic of its situation as 
A government. 

It intends, in expelling me to-day, to show a mark of friend- 
ship for the government of the Russian empire; bat, in view 
of the weakness and inferior intelligence of the latter, this act 
of compliance is not unlikely to be found more disinterested 
than we could have desired. Who knows how many other 


The special appeal then pri:ied was a trauslation of] concessions to political combinations will f:ilow to-morrow ? 


that which had been issued to the people of France. 
To-day, in another column, we print the appeal that 
has been issued directly to the English-speaking race 
. and especially to Americans. . Init is stated the: fact, 
~yhich we now take pleasure and pride in anneunc- 
ing, that the editor of Liberty has been ‘duly ap- 
pointed the American delegate of the Red Cross 
Society of the Will of the Peopie to organize the 


subscription in this country, and receive, acknow)-|° 


edge, and transmit such responses to the appeal as 
American sympathy azd American love of Liberty. 
shall show its willingness to make. He assumes the 
trast thus placed in “his kéeping with à clear sense 
of the honor conferred and full rezlization of its im- 
portance. He adds his voice to those of Vera Zas- 
soulitch and Pierre Lavroff, who in turn speak au- 
thoritatively for. the best elements of Russian life, 
and, with all the earnestness at his command, asks 
every ows whom it may reach to give the utmost that 
he or she can ‘spare to succor the Siberian exiles and 
their suffering families. The appeal i is to the human 


It is inevitable 

Driven rudely from a country which I loved and wheis I 
have made friends, I have only to submit to the decree, still 
deeming it thoughtfui on the part of a minister not to bave 
relegated me to some interior sironghold, or not to have con- 
ducted me to the frontier, manacles on wrists and in a prison 
wagon, as happened a year and a half ago to several of my 
friends, who had mingled as little as I in the struggles of French 
political parties. 

I submit, then, to tho decree of the ministry, and shall prob- 
ably have left France when you read this letter. But it is for 
you and your friends, repreeentatives of the French people and 
managers of their journals; for you, who, by talent and politi- 
cal influence, are the natural guardians of the interests and 
honor of your country, — it is for you to take heed whetht. the 
government of the French republic is not allowing itself to 
glide too quickly into a path fatal to the principles of liberty 
and demcccacy, whether ‘the danger, from the moral and: po- 
iitical point of view, does not become more imminent. with 
every hour. : : 

In quitting France, probably forever, I shall always preserve 
the memory of those who struggle within her boundaries for 
the triumph of the principles of republican radicalism. | 


Samuel Johncon. 


Liberty hears with regret of the death of Samuel | - 
Johnson. Of the religious radicals who, since thej 


death of Parker, have come in‘o notice as apostles 


heart, regardless of individual opinions, Let it not}of Reason in Religion, Mr. Johnson, less widely 


be said. that: the citizens of the freest country in the 
world failed to do their best to heal the wounds in- 
* flicted upon such of thei brethren as have heroically 
struggled to cast off t 


known than many. others, easily stood foremost. In 
breadth of view, clearness of thought, he had among 
the radical writers no superior. His many and care- 
fully prepared contributions to the “ Radical” show | tu 
the vigor and temper of his mind, A transcenden- 
talist of mest consistent parts, he knew always where 
he stood,. and was never found lapsing into uncer- 


o tainty. and compromise. The. materialist found. in 
him a man with both the courage of his convictions| ! 


and the. “ preparedness’ ” to state them. He knew 
oroughly. Probably no writer has 
i ; 


in any other fact. of his:life, doeë iberiy rejoice. 
spirit Mr, Johnson was ever 
not always could he see o’er 


low her to the length of her leading, it was not that 
he lacked the courage, but that, to his ardent vision, 
the goal had been touched ‘Nevertheless, in his 
philosophy the foundations of Liberty were laid deep 
and strong. Sincerity, honesty of thought and ex- 
pression ennobled and strengthened his whole life. 
Not shrinking from the world, as some mistakenly 
have said, but retiring to his appointed tasks that he 
might well and faithfully do them, he toiled boppily 
and unremittingly. Twenty years and more he Lad 
worked upon the three large volumes devoted to:the 
“ Oriental Religions,” two of which, published by J. 
R. Osgood & Co., are before the public, —‘ India” 
and “China.” This last-named volume is weil wor- 
thy the widest circulation. 1t treats of the Chinese 
people, their religion, philosophy, government, their 
whole social life and history, in the most learned and 


intelligent manner, and has the most ‘practical of - 


bearings upon this now exciting question in Ameri- 
can politics From its pages one learns that the much 


hated * heathen Chinee ” is, in nearly all the essen- ` 


z of real manliness, quite. beyond the imitation 
= of his Christian detractors. 


Mr. Jehnson’s death occurred suddenly, and gave ie 


a sad surprise to his many personal friends, A brave, 


true man, whose memory Liberty will ever cherish! 
Had he begun life to-day with the same fervent zeal 
and clear-sightedness that characterized his anti-sla- 
very career thirty years ago, there is no doubt where | 
he would hare taken his stand and what new battles © 


he would have helped Liberty fight. But age and 
death, foes and destroyers of us all, chained and 
claimed him. Much he did, yet’ much remains be- 


hind. In his day and generation he did Liberty 


noble service. But nobler, higher, profourder mest- 


ings the ages unveil, and we who still live must 


needs press forward into their newer and Sees 


nga, me 


“ Freedom all-winged: uid.. 
Nor perches in a narrow place, 
Her broad van seoks unplanted lands.” 


These lines of Emerson he loved to quote, and now. 


that his. lips are still, his voice. silent, Liberty. to hie. 


memory repeats them, and adopts them as her. ow! 


Construction and Destruction. 
Almost without exception every new su 


Liberty to whom its purposes. are disclosed ‘and rho 


has grown up under prevailing system 
“Ah! I see you are wonderfully expert. 


vers but you don’t say what you propose. to Dasti- 


I am fully aware that our present go 
sie. ‘terribly san pur you. doz t. propos 
batter”. 

Dear. friends: suppose. the natural 
Boston to, Lowell. were of the ve 


iberty’s side. But 
eemingly danger- 
ous passes the aspiring dame led. If he did not fol- 


1 
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politica! road-builders, they are very polite and sym- 
pathetic. They hear our grievances, and straight- 
way the jabbing contractors ‘behind them set about 
to repair the road at our expense in their own way. 
Tho taxes increase, but the road grows worse. Some 
of us begin to suspect that the whole scheme is a put- 
up job to rob us, but then the thought that it is the 
work of our legislative governors restrains us from 
wicked, anarchistic designs, And yet the thought 
that underneath their artificial patent road there is a 
perfect natural bed constantly haunts us. “ If they 
had only let us alone,” some of us cry,“ and not 
built up their artificial swindle over the natural bed 
in the first place, all would have been weil.” 

But by and by two or three resolute dwellers along 
the road begin te ask themselves: ‘* Sy what right 
do these swindling political patenteroad-builders 
meddle with the natural bed ?. By what sacred righi 
are these robbers privileged to eternally impose upon 
us?. Why should they have any authority above us 
in these matters?” etc.; and, upon looking into the 
matter deeply, they find that the robbers have no 
solid claim to authority in natural justice. 

Now, then, for radical, heroic treatment! On some 
fine morning they start out with plow and pick and | 
dynamite to “tear down” the useless and costly 
superstructure. But scarcely have their plows pene- 
trated the patent road and. touched hard-pan when 
the other piundered neighbors arrive upon the scene. 
“Hold on!” they cry with one accord; “you are 
wonderfully expert at tearing down, but you don’t 
say what you propose to substitute ‘We are aware 
that the patent-road-builders and their road are terri- 
bly rotten, but you don’t propose anything better.” 
The fact is that they have become so imbued with the 
idea that nothing can be properly done without resc- 
lutions, bilis, committees, votes, and a1] the red-tape 
hocus-pocus of the State that these superstitious 
falsaly educated, state-craft-ridden neighbors are 
ready to pounce upon their only true friends, who 
desire to go straight down to hard-pan and abolish 
the robbing swindlers. 

The reply of the hard-pan men to their deluded 
neighvors is very simple. They are constructing 
gomething better in the very fact and act of tearing 
down. Removing the rotten superstructure is in and 
of itself building something better. While they are 
putting the plow down to hard-pan, they do not for- 
bid those who choose from using the old superstrue- 
ture till their work is done.. They simply ask their 
neighbors to take hold and hasten its removal, instead 
of standing idle and finding fault, if not denouncing 
them in their righteous work. “When ‘the old rotten 
ewindle is cut of the way, then whatever new 
`. arrangements are necessary to complete the useful- 
ness of the natural road can be easily fixed upon and 
< executed by mutual. consent. ae 
- But the old superstructure must come down before 
any construction is possible. The road ¿f equitable 
commerce is 2lready there, if the patent innovation 
ean only be rotten out of the way. These political 
` patent-road-builders are simply usurpers, who per- 
sistently block the way.and tax their fellow men to 
sustain their nuisances. In waging war sgainst 
‘natural equity snd true government it is they who are 

«the resl destractionists. If “our friends: will 
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A Heroine of the Commune. 

Today is the Eighteenth of Marci, the anniversary of the 
Paris Commune, 2 glorious date in the calendar of Liberty. It 
is the day we celebrate. Bui this year it is Fortune’s will that 
we should celebrate it at ihe grave whither ene of the Com- 
mune’s many heroines has lately gone. Marie Ferré, sister cf 
the brave Théophile Ferré who was shot at Satory by the in- 
famous Thiers, was buried at Paris in the cemetery of Leval- 
lois-Perret on February 27. From various Paris papers we 
glean the following facts concerning the sad event: 

Marie Ferré succumbed to a disease of the heart complicated 


Commune, at what door could ne knock to obtain work who 
bore the name of Ferré? Moreover, at what hour of the day 
could the orphan labor, when she continually bad to be on the 
road from Levallois tu Versailles in order to try to see her 
brothers, to whom she brought the meagre etras that con- 
stituted the major portion of their daily fare? 

The night foliowing Ferré’s death sentence I was awakencd 
by piercing cries and a noise of broken furniture. At first I 
thought some prisoner had committed suicide. It was the 
brother of the condemned, who, occupying the cell above 
mine, had been plunged by the news of the fate in store for 
his elder brother inte a sort of nervous attack complicated 
with wild delirium. f 

They called Ferré, who slept .ivically, and for some hours 


with rheumaticm. She died at the house of a friend, Mme. | he kindaess of the director allowed to remain together in one 
Camille Bias, No. 27 Rue Cendorcet. From this house at nine į cell ther- tvo members of the same family, of whom one bad 
o'clock in the morning the procession started A civil burial, | lost his head and the other was about to lose his life. It was 
it is needicss to say. Very simple obscquies. The hearse, | the tatter who consoled and succeeded in calming the former, 
one of the most modest, bore three large crowns of red and Only my gvard,a man wo, though very thoroughly hardened 
white roses, to say nothing of immortelles Following the |. human suffering, had the profoundest respect for the ad- 
hearse, to the number of about fifteen hundred, were the prin- | mirable bravery of the condemned man of the Commune, told 
cipal survivors of the Commune: Henri Rochefort, Clovis | me that on re-entering his cel Ferré, who had contained himself 
Hugues, General Eudes, Alphonse Humbert, Louise Michel, | com fear of adding fuel to his brother's excitement, seated 
Emile Gautier, and many others. It was a long way to the himself on his bench and, placing bis two elbows on the 
cemetery, where the deceased was to be buried beside her oaken table fastened to the wall, burst into tears. 
brother, and it took an hour and a quarter to make the jour- Marie, who refrained from sleep in order to procure for her 
ney, which was effected in the most tranquil manner. At the | relatives a few of the extras so necessary to thom, learned, on 
head of the procession walked three citizens carrying large arriving at the prison, that the elder of her two brothers had 
crowns of red immortelles. Atths greve there were several been condemned to death end that the younger had just been 
addresses, among which was ore by Louise Michel, who said; seized vith a fit of burning fever. As for her father, there was 
+ ™*izens, soon this open tomb will close forever on the dear- nothing against him. Consequently they did not release bim. 
est poss sion of the democratic and social revolution, Maric They kept on waiting for someting to tun. up. 
Ferré, whom we all admired, manifested all the virtues of) Marie Ferré’s torture lasted five months. When I lately saw 
wou-an, all the energy of man, whenever there was occasion to | her again on my return from exile, I still retained an indelible 
struggle fer the end which we all pursue. Her memory will! remembrance of the young gir! which her unexpected death 
live always in the hearts of those who knew her. In her whose | pag just revived. I still see her gliding like a shadow, in her 


body is now to join the body of her assassinated brother we black garments, along the corridor which led to the parlor. 


behold another conquered victim, and we shall not forget it. Three of us, Rossel, Ferré, and myself, generally met in these 
Bat, though dead, she will ever live, for she will serve as model box-like enclosures which constitute an entire room, a sort of 
and exemplar for the women of the revolution. She will recall | cellular omnibus. Being all three marked for death, we had 
to all the task witich it remains for us to finish, the levelling of | |...) placed side by side ou the ground floor of the prison, with 
all social iniquities by justice and equality. Marie Ferré, two overseers, who, through our open grazes, kept thelr restless 


adien, and success to the revolution!” 

Henri Rochefort penned the following touching tribute to 
this noble woman’s memory in the columns of “ L’Intransige- 
ant,” under the head, La Sæur du Fusillé (The Sister of the 
Shot): i 

“She is called, or rather, since they bury her this morning 


she was called Marie Ferré. Search the volumes of Shakspere, | 


re-read Victor Hugo, traverse the range of bloody tragedics 
from Corneille to Æschylus, we defy you to find anything as 
dark as the story of this poor flower-girl, who died yesterday 
almost unexpectedly, we might say in the odor of sanctity, 
had that phrase not been damaged in tbs juggleries of tho 
Catholic Church. i 

In May, 18721, Marie Ferré lay sick of typhoid fever in a 
small room on the Rue Frasillean, where she lived with her 
mother and brother. A police commissioner, followed by 
police agents and soldiers, burst into ber room: 

“ Where is Théophile Ferré, member of the Commune?” 

“Ido not know.” ure 

“ Perhaps your mother will know.” 

They spring upon Mme. Ferré, the mother, and warn her, 
with that delicacy wliich characterized the Versaillists ia sll 
their exploits, that she must make known the retreat of. her 
son or be immediately shot. T 

Marie Ferré sprang from her bed, and begged to be executed 
instead of ber mother, = 0 
` “It is vejl; dress yourself, for we are going to 
away,” said the chief oi the squad. cae “oo 

At seeing her daughter shivering with fever while donning 
her garb of death, Mme. Ferré could hold out no longer; her 
brain gave way. Of ker two sons one, the younger, was al- 
ready a prisoner in the hands of the Versaillists;. the other 
probably could not long elude them. To top ail, they were 


take you 


{about to sisy the sister ander her véry eyes. The unhappy 


woman fell senseless, and of the incoherent words that passed 

her lips the flolice carefully retained this address : Rue Saint- 

Sauveur ae ; 
Thither they. ran, ransacked the. street until they found 


-Í Théophile Ferré, ard, being unable to take the mother, wh 


was struck with a sort of congestion, dragged off ber 
Marie, who spent a week in a fetid prison amid th 
huddied there hy handreds. ie oe 

< Ox restoring her her liberty the.tarn 

father and hei two brothers had heen at 


‘these unjust discriminations. The State 


eyes steadily upon us. f 

In the parlor Mlle. Rossel, Mlie. Ferré, and my children 
gathered with a common feeiing of anxiety. I shall never 
forget, when they learned that I was sentenced only to per- 
petual exile in a fortitied district, the look of sympathetic envy 
which the two young girls cast upon my daughters, seeming to 
say: 

“ Your father is simply destined to end his days six thousand 
five hundred leagues away among cannibals; are you aot 
happy enough?” , 

The sister of Ferré, like the sister of Delescluze, struggied 
bravely against the bitterness of her sorrows, and then fell con- 
quered. The-day when the clerical calendar, which the post- 
man brings us every year, shall be replaced by the republican 
calendar, the name of this martyr will shine among the most 
memorable; and if ever civil baptism succeeds religious bap- 

-tism, honest women will place their infants under the shield o 
ler memory and ber virtue. 


The Andre Monument. 

- The following resolutions were passed at a recent meeting of 
the Jersey City group of the International Working People’s 
Association : tee 

We reaoive that we protest against the illegal arrest and im- 
_prisonment of citizen. Hendrix on a charge of defacing a mon- 
ument erected by traitor Field in memory of spy Andre. 

We further resolve that it is a blow aimed st thn rights of 
freemen more deadly than the cannon balls. of George the 
Third. 7 ee . : 

We further resolve that this dastardly outrage in arresting | 
citizen Hendrix on such charge.is.an insult to the Rebels of 
1776 and to the freemen of to-day, : ; 15 
.: We further resolve, in. the name of Justice and Solidarity, to 
.give our moral and material support to citizen Hendrix or any 
other. person whomsoever whe may be imbued with such a 
spirit.cf patriotism. ` oe 


Sunday laws, Bible in the scho 
nforchig by the power of every 
‘bes over boon the 


cutive arta of the church. 
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Legisiation: its EA and Purpose. 
{From Lysander Bpooner'’s “ Natural Law.”] 

Through all historic times, wherever any people have ad- 
vanced beyond the savage state and have learned to increase 
their means of subsistence by the cultivation of the soil, a 
greater or less number of them have associated and organized 
themselves es robbers to plunder and enslave all others who 
had either accumulated any property that conid be seized, or 
had shown by their labor thut they could be made to contribute 
to the support or pleasure of those who should enslave them. 

Theso bands of robbers, small in number at first, have in- 
creas2d their power by uniting with cach other, inventing 
warlike weapons, disciplining themselves, and perfecting their 
organizations as military forces, and dividing their plunder 
(including their captives) among themselves, either in such 
proportions as huve been previously agreed on, or in such as 
their leaders (always desirous to increase the number of their 
followers) should prescribe. 

The success of these bands of robbers was an easy thing, for 
the reason that those whom they plundered and enslaved were 
comparatively defenceless; being scattered thinly over the 
eountry ; engaged wholly in trying, by: rude implements and 
heavy labor, to extort a subsistence from the soil; having no 
weapons of war, other than sticks and stones; having no mili- 
tary discipline or organization, and no means of concentrating 
their forces, or acting im concert, when suddenly. attacked. 
Und-.: these circumstances the only alternative ‘eft them for 
saving even their lives, or the lives of their families, war to 
yield up not only the croys they had gathered and the iands 
they had cultivated, but tiiemselves and their families also as 
slaves. © 

Thenceforth their fate was, as slaves, to cultivate for others 
the lands they had before cultivated for themselves. Being 
driven constantly to their labor, wealth slowly increased; but 
ali went into the hands of tbeir tyrants. 

These tyrants, living solely on plunder and on the labor of 
their slaves, and applying all their energies to the seizure of 
still more plunder and the enslavement of still other defence- 
less persons; increasing, too, their numbers, perfecting their 
organizations, and multiplying their weapons of war, they ex- 
tend their conquests until, in order to hold what they have 
already got, it becomes necessary for them to act systematically, 
and co-operate with each other in holding their laven in 
sabjection. 

But all this they can do only by establishing what thoy call 
a government, and making what they call laws. 

All the great governments of the world — those now existing 
as well as those that have passed away — have been of this 
character. ‘hey kave been mere ‘bands of robbers, who have 
associuicd for purposes of plunder, conquest, and the enslave- i 
ment of their fellow men. And their laws, as they have called 
them, have been only stich agreements as they have found it 
necessary to enter into in order to maintain their organiza- 
tions and act together in plundering and enslaving others and 
in securing to each his agreed share of the spoils. i 

-AIl these laws have had no more real ‘obligation than have 
the agreements which brigands, bandits, and pirates find it nec- 
essary to enter into with each other for the more successful 
accomplishment of their crimes and the more peaceable division 
of their spoils. 

Thus substantially all the legislation-of the world has had 
its origin in the desires of one. class of persons ‘to plunder and 
enslave others, and hold them as property. 

In process of time, the robber, or slave-holding, class — who 


had seizedyall the lands and. held all. the menns of creating 
wealth — began to discover that the easiest mode of managing 
their slaves and making them profitable was not for edch’ slave- 
holder to hold ‘his specified number of slaves, as he kad done 
before, and as ha would’ held so many cattle, but to give them 






so nuch liberty as would throw upon themselves (the slaves) 


the responsibility of their own. subsistence, and- yet compel 


them t- sell their labor to the landholding Clase 
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These laws have continued in force for hurdreds, and, in 
some countries, for thousands of years; and are ji force to- 
day, in greater or iess severity, in nearly all she countries on 
the globe. 

The purpose and effect of these laws have been to maintain, 
in the hands of the robber, or slave-holding class, a monopoly 
of all lands and, as far a3 possible, of all other means of creat- 
ing wealth; and thus to keep the great body of iaborers in such 
a state of poverty and dependence as would compel them to 
sell their labor to their tyrants for the lowest prices at which 
life could be sustained. 

The result of all this is that the little wealth there is in the 
world is all in the hands of a few, — that is, in-the hands of 
the law-making, sluve-holding class, who are now as much 
slave-holders in spirit as they ever were, but who accompiith 
their purposes by means of the laws they make for keeping, the 
Jaborers in subjection and dependence, instead of each one’s 
owning his individual slaves as so many chattels. 

Thus the whole business of legislation, which has now grown 
' to such gigantic proportions, had its origin in the conspiracies 
which have always existed among the few for the purpose of 
holding the many in subjection and extorting from them their 
labor and all the proftita of their labor. 

And tie real motives 2nd spirit which lie at the foundation 
of all legislation — notwithstanding all the pretences and dis- 
guises by which they attempt to hide themselves — are the 
same to-day as they always have been. The whole purpose of 
chis 'egislation is simply to keep one class of men in subordi- 
nation and servitude to another. 

What, then, is legisiation? Itis an assumption by one man, 
or body of men, of absolute, irresponsible dominion over sli 
other men whom they can subject to their power. It is the 
assumption by one ian, or body of men, of a right to subject 
all other men to their will and their service. It is the assump- 





‘tion by one man, or body of men, of a right to abolish outright 


all the natural rights, all the natural liberty of all other men; 
to make all other men their slaves; to arbitrarily dictate to all 
other mer what they may and may not do, what they may and 
may not have, what they may and may not be. Ir is, in short, 
the assumption of a right to banish the principle of human 
rights, the principle of justice itself, from off the earth, and 
set up their own personal will, pleasure, and interest in its 
place. All this, and nothing less, is involved in the very iden 
that there can be any such thing as human legislation that is | 
obligatory upon those upon whom it is imposed. 


Another Ingersoll in the Field. 
The Talmage-Ingersol! controversy kas called out the fol- 
lowing letter. from the colonel’s brother in defense of bis 
father and the colonel himself: 


Rev. T. D. Talmage, D.D. Es 

Sir:—I have before me a copy of the Cincinnati “ En- l. 
quirer” containing the report of a sermon delivered by you on 
the 5th instant, upon the “‘Meanness of Infidelity.” In the 
course of your remarks you 8," that you had just received a 
letter from some one informing you that the Rev. John Inger- 
soll, father of R. G. Ingersoll and myself, “ was abstemious 
to a fault, and the family suffered accordingly. . The children 
were commanded to eat, drink, and dress sparingly. He 
never spoke a kind word of his wife, who was a noble Chris- 
tian woman, nor of his children, within the knowledge of per- 
sons now living here, who were familiar with the family. At 
last the mother died. She was ca 4 for by friends in her 
her form, and rested it for a time on the ‘eatafalque. Mr. 
Ingersoll, to the astonishment of all present, deliberately 
removed his cravat and gloves, stepped on thd rostrum, and 
delivered a eulogy over the body. He attempted to extol her 


had ever been known to speak well of her in public.” 
Now, reverend sir, ‘will you be kind enough to tell your 


leas, and infamous liar? Our father was poor; I will not 
deny it. In the, days of my childhood a minister wus forced 
‘to practise strict economy to sapport, a family apd educato his 
children upon a salary of $500 a year. 
eat and wero well clothed, and certainly no man ever better 
enjoyed ministering to the wants of his family ‘than did our 
loved and honored | father. I believe him to have been an emi-| 
nently good and : 


as I ever knew, but, all this is neithe 


virtues and panegyrize. her conduct. It was the first time he; $5.80; fall calf, blue, g tt edges, $6.50. 
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do, combat his opinions? That would probably be. 
different thing. Ingersoll says he can not believe thas God, 
the father of us all, ever commanded the Jews to wage wars 
of extermination against their neighbors, and was delighted 
at the sight cf a babe’s blood trickling down the handle of a 
Jewish spear. Moses said when a woman gave birth to a sen 
thirty-three days were necessary to purify her, but, if sbe gave 
birth to a daughter, sixty-six days were necessary. Ingersoll 
sevs that looks to him like nonsense, and he really can not 
believe that God ever ordered any such thing. He says he 
cannot believe that God, who winked st polygamy. and 
established slavery, ever ordered a man to be pounded to 
death with stones simply for picking up sticks on the Sabbath 
day. He says he can not believe that God ever gave express 
permission to one part of his family to sell diseased 
the other. 

‘When David says of somebody, “ Let there be none to ex- 
tend mercy unto him, neither let there be any to fa 
fatherless children,” he says it is impossible for him to believe 
that eithe: tie words or thought were inspired by th< good, God. 
Now, if you will draw your theologic belt one hole iighter and 
answer these things, you will do everybody a favor. Yo 
Ingersoll to retire to his chamber, lock his door, and read 
fourteenth chapter of John. It is good reading. Let m 
you to read the fifteenth Psalm: “Lord, who shall abide in 
Thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in Thy holy hil?” * He 
that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neigh- 
bor, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor.” With 
all due respect, I am yours, Joun L. InUBRSOLL. 
Prosrxor HILL, WLUXESHA CO., WIB. 
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